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and elders occupied prominent positions in the
community. During the Great Depression,
when charity was so desperately needed, the
church distributed food and clothing to the
poor and provided care for indigent children.
It's essential work that continues to this day—
feeding thousands of people through its food
pantry.

Madam Speaker, Lansing’s First Pres-
byterian Church is a key player in interfaith
and inter-racial fellowship. It serves as a ref-
uge and a sanctuary for several community
based-service organizations who truly do
God’s work in our state capital. They host
weekly forums for residents to come together
and enrich their understanding of the church’s
history and tradition while also providing a
venue for civic and academic leaders to meet
with the community and answer questions on
topics relevant to their lives. First Presbyterian
supports artists, musicians, charities, and
more—truly living up to its commitment as a
strong community of faith and a positive agent
for social justice and human welfare.

The theme for their 175th anniversary cele-
bration is: “a diverse Christian community in-
spired by its heritage, renewed in faith and
outreach, and dedicated to peace and justice.”
It is a noble cause for a noble faith community
and it is my privilege to recognize First Pres-
byterian Church of Lansing with these words
in the People’s House. May they last as a fit-
ting tribute to its 175 years of service and
guide the way for the next 175 years to come.

———

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE HAMPTON-NEW-
PORT NEWS COMMUNITY SERV-
ICES BOARD

HON. ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 14, 2021

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize and honor the Hamp-
ton-Newport News Community Services Board
on its 50th anniversary.

The Hampton-Newport News Community
Services Board was established in 1971 by
the Virginia General Assembly and by resolu-
tions passed by the city councils of Hampton
and Newport News. The organization’s mis-
sion was to provide services to families and
communities affected by mental iliness, devel-
opmental disabilities and substance use dis-
orders. | want to congratulate and thank
Natale Ward Christian, the current Executive
Director, as well as her predecessors: Joe
Allen, Steven Capo, Howard Cullum, and
Charles Hall for their years of service and
dedication to our community.

The Hampton-Newport News Community
Services Board is a source of support for the
Hampton-Newport News community. The tire-
less work of the organization has improved the
quality of life for countless people on the Vir-
ginia Peninsula. For fifty years, the Hampton-
Newport News Community Services Board
has achieved results because of continued
partnership with individuals, family members,
advocates and local service agencies. Since
the board’s creation, it has grown to become
an agency with over 80 programs and now
serves thousands of individuals every year.

Madam Speaker, | congratulate the leader-
ship and staff of the Hampton-Newport News
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Community Services Board for fifty years of
continued service to the citizens of Hampton
and Newport News. It is through the hard work
and dedication of the board and its leadership,
as well as the involvement of members of our
community, that make Hampton Roads such a
great place to live, work and raise a family. |
wish for many more years of continued suc-
cess, so the board can keep up the important
work of providing its critical services for those
who need it most.

—————

ROB GREEN RETIREMENT
HON. VIRGINIA FOXX

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 14, 2021

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, today | rise to
salute a dedicated public servant and friend.
After working for a series of Members of the
House, including Rep. Bill Goodling, Rob
Green first served the Education and Work-
force Committee from 1995 to 2001. Rob re-
joined the Committee four years ago and has
been an invaluable leader of the GOP work-
force team ever since.

As Director of Workforce Policy, Rob has
worked tirelessly to protect the rights of work-
ers and employers alike. He has dedicated
years of his life to fighting for free market prin-
ciples and to seeing that our country stays a
self-governed Republic. Whether we have
been in the majority or in the minority, Rob
has made addressing federal overreach a top
priority and has never been afraid to hold fed-
eral agencies accountable.

Rob’s consummate professionalism when
working with Members of Congress as well as
with Democrat staff has allowed us to pass bi-
partisan bills such as the Retirement Improve-
ment and Savings Enhancement Act (RISE),
which will help many Americans prepare for a
more secure future.

Rob’s work was also pivotal in helping us
pass a ban on surprise billing. This fight for
transparency in our medical system has been
a passion of Rob’s and will help millions of
struggling Americans.

Rob’s influence has also extended beyond
the Committee. GOP leadership has relied on
Rob to shape policy in the labor arena, ensur-
ing that the American worker's voice gets
heard. His relationship with lawmakers and
staff throughout the House has allowed the
Committee to flourish and accomplish a tre-
mendous amount.

Too often populist lobbies have an out-sized
influence over politics in Washington. Rob’s
work on this Committee ensured that the
voices of job creators and small business
owners were heard.

I, myself, have relied on Rob’s expertise
and keen eye for strategy to further this Com-
mittee’s mission, and | will miss his support.
Thankfully, his expertise will live on in the
team that he has led and mentored for four
years.

| commend Rob for his many accomplish-
ments and for his selfless service to this coun-
try. It is because of dedicated public servants
like Rob, standing in the gap and defending
our Republic, that we have a chance at re-
claiming the vision our Founding Fathers had
for this Nation.

| truly congratulate Rob on his retirement,
he has earned it.

December 14, 2021

HONORING VETERANS OF THE
KOREAN WAR

HON. RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 14, 2021

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the service of our Korean
War veterans, who fought so bravely to repel
an invasion intended to overthrow the govern-
ment of the Republic of Korea and subjugate
its people to authoritarian rule.

On June 25, 1950, the armed forces of
North Korea attacked South Korea with the
goal of imposing a totalitarian regime on the
men, women and children living south of the
38th parallel at the demarcation line of the two
countries. That same day, the Security Council
of the United Nations unanimously condemned
this violation of South Korean sovereignty, and
two days later published Resolution 83, which
authorized the use of force by member states
to repel the invasion. President Truman imme-
diately sent United States troops to assist in
responding to this aggression, but the conflict
rapidly expanded to include armed forces from
the People’s Republic of China. After three
years of bloody struggle, and the deaths of
nearly 37,000 members of the Armed Forces
of United States and millions of Korean civil-
ians, an armistice was signed by the govern-
ments of North Korea, the People’s Republic
of China and the United States ending hos-
tilities and establishing a demilitarized zone at
the 38th parallel to formalize the existence of
North and South Korea.

The Korean War is often referred to as the
“Forgotten War,” as contemporaneous news
coverage was censored, and its three years of
conflict were overshadowed by the Second
World War and the war in Vietnam. Former
Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld, how-
ever, liked to display in his Pentagon office a
night-time satellite image of the Korean penin-
sula. This image, which revealed a thriving,
brightly lit South Korea and a pitch-black North
Korea emblematic of the painful suffering of its
citizens, was kept on display by Mr. Rumsfeld
to remind himself and his visitors that the sac-
rifices of our veterans were not forgotten by,
and had a transformative impact on, the peo-
ple of South Korea.

Madam Speaker, | want to recognize the
brave veterans of the Korean War as we ap-
proach the seventh decade since the 1953 ar-
mistice ending the conflict. On behalf of a
grateful Nation, we honor our veterans’ cour-
age and their sacrifices to preserve peace and
the blessings of liberty for an important ally
and for the men, women and children who live
in the Republic of South Korea.

CONGRATULATING THE MORIAH
VIKINGS ON A VALIANT EFFORT
IN THE NEW YORK STATE CHAM-
PIONSHIP GAME

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 14, 2021

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate the Moriah High School
football team on an extraordinary season cul-
minating in a great effort at the state cham-
pionship game.
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For the third season in a row, the Moriah Vi-
kings earned a spot in the state championship
game at the Syracuse Carrier Dome. Led by
Coach Don Tesar, the Vikings rose to the
challenge of the semifinal game and overcame
adversity after trailing at halftime. Their effi-
cient offense converted three possessions into
three touchdowns in the third quarter. The Vi-
kings carried this energy and the record of an
undefeated season into the state champion-
ship.

The Moriah Vikings put up a valiant effort
against the Tioga Tigers during the Class D
New York State Championship, where they
came just short of winning their first state title.
Thanks to a tremendous effort put forward by
the defense, the Vikings only gave up seven
points in the first half. Their perseverance and
determination are truly inspirational and worthy
of celebration.

On behalf of New York’s 21st Congressional
District, | would like to congratulate the Moriah
Vikings on their incredible 2021 season. We
are very proud of their hard work and dedica-
tion throughout this year.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF MAYOR TOM
BERNARD

HON. RICHARD E. NFAL

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 14, 2021

Mr. NEAL. Madam Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to extend my warmest
congratulations to Tom Bernard, a devoted
public servant, for all that he has accom-
plished during his tenure as Mayor of the City
of North Adams, Massachusetts.

Mayor Bernard has invigorated the City of
North Adams by expanding economic opportu-
nities and fostering modern, future-oriented
growth. His administration has focused on in-
creasing green initiatives, with the integration
of electric vehicles in the city’s fleet, strategic
action to decrease North Adams’ carbon foot-
print, and launching the North Adams Tree Ini-
tiative. In addition, Mayor Bernard has been a
staunch advocate for the marginalized in his
community, working actively to increase diver-
sity and inclusion initiatives within the city’s
government. Recognition of Indigenous Peo-
ples Day in North Adams came largely as a
product of Mayor Bernard’s advocacy on these
matters.

Mayor Bernard has put significant effort in
updating critical infrastructure in the city of
North Adams despite the many challenges re-
sulting from the COVID-19 pandemic. Mayor
Bernard successfully replaced all the non-
functioning and malfunctioning hydrants, while
simultaneously overseeing a full reevaluation
of the city’s 60-year-old zoning laws, creating
an avenue for much needed commerce in the
city.

Madam Speaker, in light of Mayor Tom Ber-
nard’s many achievements and remarkable
contributions to the City of North Adams and
the western Massachusetts community, | wish
to congratulate him once again on his suc-
cessful tenure as Mayor of North Adams. He
has undoubtedly played a pivotal role in shap-
ing the development of North Adams for years
to come, and | am delighted to join with his
family, friends, and the entire North Adams
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community in thanking him for his dedicated
service.

CELEBRATING TECH SGT. JAMES
FRANK BOUCHER ON HIS 100TH
BIRTHDAY

HON. MIKE BOST

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 14, 2021

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate  James  Frank  Boucher, of
Murphysboro, lllinois, who celebrates his
100th birthday on January 4, 2022. Known as
Frank to his friends and family, Mr. Boucher
was born on January 4, 1922, in Grimsby, llli-
nois, to James and Lillie Boucher and grew up
with his three siblings: Dorothy, Fred, and Ber-
nie. After graduating high school, Frank en-
tered World War Il as a reconnaissance pilot
in the Army Air Corps, flying a single engine
Stinson L-5 in the Pacific Theater and rising
to the rank of Technical Sergeant. His family’s
favorite story to tell regards when Tech Ser-
geant Boucher was MIA for 14 days. Frank
landed on a sandbar and traveled by night
from village to village along the river. Using
his pointy-talk book, he was able to commu-
nicate with the locals, which allowed him to
work his way back to Yunan to be transported
to Kumming Air Base. He was back flying mis-
sions the next day. In 1946, Frank returned
home and married his wife, Zidania Francis
Ogden. They were blessed with three boys.
After working for the United States Postal
Service for over 30 years, Frank retired and
spent his newfound free time teaching his
sons how to hunt and fish, and the importance
of church and family. Over the years, his fam-
ily grew to six grandchildren, 22 great grand-
children, and two great-great grandchildren.
Frank’s wife of 73 years passed away 2 years
ago, but he’s still certain to cherish every mo-
ment shared with his family. Madam Speaker,
please join me in honoring Tech Sergeant
James Frank Boucher on his milestone 100th
birthday. On behalf of Southern lllinois, thank
you for your service to our Nation and happy
birthday.

——————

HONORING THE CAREER OF MR.
KEVIN RYAN

HON. JIM BANKS

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 14, 2021

Mr. BANKS. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Kevin Ryan of Fishers for his dedi-
cated service to Indiana’s financial sector as
he prepares to retire as CEO of Financial
Center First Credit Union.

Kevin’s credit union career spans decades
dating back to the 1980s. Most notably, he
has led Financial Center First CU as its CEO
since 2009. During his years leading the Fi-
nancial Center, the credit union has doubled in
asset size to $828 million, with membership
growth also doubling to more than 80,000. To
this end, Financial Center is one of the na-
tion’s leading credit unions in financial literacy
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outreach, receiving national awards every year
from 2014 to 2021 for those efforts.

Kevin’s success with Financial Center made
a tremendous impact on the lives of countless
others in other ways, as well. Over the years,
Financial Center raised hundreds of thousands
of dollars through its annual golf outings to do-
nate to organizations feeding the hungry, in-
cluding the Mozel Sanders Foundation, the
Salvation Army Food Pantry, and Gleaners
Food Bank.

In addition to this work, Kevin sought a way
to pay tribute to Hoosier veterans. So, he trav-
eled to credit unions around the state to raise
funds to construct the Indiana Military Vet-
erans Hall of Fame, which honors veterans
with ties to Indiana. Now, generations of Hoo-
siers will have the opportunity to honor Indi-
ana’s heroes who fought to keep our country
free.

| am proud to honor Kevin as a testament
to his work and legacy. | thank Kevin for all
that he has done for our state, and we wish
him the best as he begins the next chapter of
his life.

IN GRATITUDE OF SIGRID GRACE

HON. HALEY M. STEVENS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 14, 2021

Ms. STEVENS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize an exceptional constituent
and community leader in Michigan, Ms. Sigrid
Grace.

Ms. Grace is a lifelong Michigander who
graduated from Central Michigan University
where she met her late husband John Grace
during her freshman year.

As the Rochester Area Democratic Club
Chair for over twenty-five years, Ms. Grace
fostered and grew the club’s membership,
supporting many causes and candidates. Our
community is deeply grateful for her many
years of leadership at RADC, and we con-
gratulate her on her recent retirement.

Ms. Grace’s passion for education has no
limits. She taught for forty years, most notably
as a second-grade teacher in the Almont
Community School District.

Furthermore, Ms. Grace served as the local
bargaining president on behalf of local edu-
cators and as a delegate for the Democratic
National Convention from 2000 to 2004. She
later became the National Chair of the early
childhood education caucus at the National
Education Association, where she advocated
for the importance of pre-kindergarten edu-
cation.

Ms. Grace currently resides in Rochester
Hills, Michigan, where she volunteers at var-
ious community events and teaches school
children how to read with her Shetland
sheepdog, Baron.

Fighting for Michigan teachers, Ms. Grace
exemplifies what it means to be an educator
and a community leader. Her work is inspiring
and a positive example to many in Michigan
and across the county.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in celebrating the outstanding contributions
Ms. Grace has made to Michigan, our teach-
ers, students, and our country at large.
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